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Day 2001, I encourage all Americans to build
on these achievements by recycling and by
purchasing and using products made from
recycled materials. These responsible actions
can help protect our environment and con-
serve natural resources for the benefit of all.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim November 15,
2001, as America Recycles Day. I call upon
the people of the United States to observe
this day with appropriate programs and ac-
tivities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifteenth day of November, in
the year of our Lord two thousand one, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., November 19, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on November 20.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Revision of the
United States Arctic Research Plan

November 15, 2001

To the Congress of the United States:
Pursuant to the provisions of the Arctic

Research and Policy Act of 1984, as amended
(15 U.S.C. 4108(a)), I transmit herewith the
seventh biennial revision (2002–2006) to the
United States Arctic Research Plan.

George W. Bush

The White House,
November 15, 2001.

Proclamation 7504—Thanksgiving
Day, 2001
November 16, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Nearly half a century ago, President

Dwight Eisenhower proclaimed Thanks-
giving as a time when Americans should cele-
brate ‘‘the plentiful yield of our soil . . . the
beauty of our land . . . the preservation of
those ideals of liberty and justice that form
the basis of our national life, and the hope
of international peace.’’ Now, in the painful
aftermath of the September 11 attacks and
in the midst of our resolute war on terrorism,
President Eisenhower’s hopeful words point
us to our collective obligation to defend the
enduring principles of freedom that form the
foundation of our Republic.

During these extraordinary times, we find
particular assurance from our Thanksgiving
tradition, which reminds us that we, as a peo-
ple and individually, always have reason to
hope and trust in God, despite great adver-
sity. In 1621 in New England, the Pilgrims
gave thanks to God, in whom they placed
their hope, even though a bitter winter had
taken many of their brethren. In the winter
of 1777, General George Washington and his
army, having just suffered great misfortune,
stopped near Valley Forge, Pennsylvania, to
give thanks to God. And there, in the throes
of great difficulty, they found the hope they
needed to persevere. That hope in freedom
eventually inspired them to victory.

In 1789, President Washington, recol-
lecting the countless blessings for which our
new Nation should give thanks, declared the
first National Day of Thanksgiving. And dec-
ades later, with the Nation embroiled in a
bloody civil war, President Abraham Lincoln
revived what is now an annual tradition of
issuing a presidential proclamation of
Thanksgiving. President Lincoln asked God
to ‘‘heal the wounds of the nation and to re-
store it as soon as may be consistent with
the Divine purposes to the full enjoyment
of peace, harmony, tranquillity, and Union.’’

As we recover from the terrible tragedies
of September 11, Americans of every belief
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